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PA1.T  I - THiC  ST;:TA-V;ir'L:  PROBLEM 

Po2ins'^PLv6,nia  had,  in  1934,  so.:\e\ihoT.^  v_c-n  thirt/  o.nrj  i'oi  t;;'  thousand 
ocorioii;icaiiy  str-.-.rided  la.nilios  ii:  E6  coijntier  from  v/hich  reoorta  could  to  ol- 
oaiix^u..  This  is  a conservative  cstijiv.  te,  computed  on  the  basis  of  incompdete 
da  u . 

T’.ii.,  economically  stranded  coiaraunity  is  by  r.o  i.ioans  a ul'U  phonom.,non.  It 
iicss  boon  ivnovm  i-i  Pennsy  l-eania  since  the  acolction  of  entrain  tiraber  ciunin^  the 
nineteenth  century  creatoc  the.  first  aorolict  lumber  tov.r.s.  But  rccuit  irriuL- 
trial  stci^-ne t.i.on  ana  the  establishment,  for  the  first  tirae,  of  a centrad.izLG  jji- 
empioyment  relief  organization  serving  c^^cry  comm-'anity  in  tee  State  have  brought 
the  nroblem  of  stranded  .xeuilatJ.ons  urneiitly  to  the  fore. 


ehc.t  Ia:..kc5  A Stranded  Community?  Tabic  1 tells  the  story,  in  outline  fora'.,  of 
30,250  stranded  fo.milies  located  in  more  th:-n  one  hunurea  political  sube.ivisions 
of  Pennsylvania , Tne  list,  urav/n  from  r'l. ports  of  the  Social  Sunveys  conducted 
by  the  S.  E.  R.  A.  last  year,  is  su^.-.c-stiv.';  i-ather  than  coraalcae . In  three  serious- 
ly distressed  coel  counties  - Fayette,  Lnckawar.ns  and  Schir'lkill  - no  aacqur.tc 
fit,aircs  were  availabl.e,  although  it  mar  /cno\m  that  many  min:rs  vere  unenoloyed 
’.vith  little  or  no  chcn'ic:'  of  regaining  Jods  in  the  i.dnes.  Furtf.cT’SiOre , no  attempt 
we 3 made  to  estimate  the  number  of  cmploycbics  in  the  motrooolitan  areas  of 
Philadelphia  and  P Lti  3 ourgl:  v;ho  may  be  comic' ered  r s str:  nd''d  in  the  sense  thr.t 
thoi'C  is  sicali  likelihood  of  their  leieg  reobso.rbed  in  the  industries  on 

which  they  f orotirly  depended. 

The  cu.uscs  of  strandin^  eiven  in  Table  1 show  wide  f i-sr..  rsity , but  che  ex- 
haustion of  the  natural  resources  v.-hich  cf-.n  be  or  of  itab.lv  ?loitcd  is  aooaront- 
iy  th’-j  predoi::inent  vaiu.  rip  in,__  f-.ctor.  C us.  s otra.r  th;e':  t!>  vciy  froqiter.t  aban- 
of  coal  mines  include  the  clobin.g  and  rc.aowai  of  factories, 
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dcitio’-i  oi'  pnd  tho  im-t-'.liaLiou  oi  i;-bor-sr.vi:,y-  .i.favM-  ry . 

i.s  iic.y  be  judged  from  the  p rc:,nte.p(i  of  the  v;orking  .jopuleuioiiG  uijom_  loved 
in  the  vertous  politicoi  eubdivisione  (see  tebl^, ),  tlno  tcv'UK  '’dei-c i.ict’’  oi- 
”Gtr.;::id^o"  seldom  ere  e.ppliceblc  to  mn  entire  borough  or  eoveishio.  The  s-iull 
perccLLte(_.e  of  unc;.;ployment  in  nny  subdivision  listed  wns  14.5  per  cent  sud  dm 
lnrt;^':.bt'  V'/o.s  63  per  ceiit.  A prent  majority  of  tho  boroUe,hs  end  tovrnships  decj.  be- 
tween r,  fourth  end  e.  helf  of  tlicir  emoioynblo  workers  unc..*ploycd.  ■'lelle  such 
hit,h  proportioiis  of  joblc^ss  prodaoe  lelief  ioeds  nbovv;  th';  average,  there  is 
grounu  for  hoping  that  rc,  aa,jus  traent  r nd  recove  ry  '.ill  stlve^^c  at  lorst  a poraion 
of  tiu  unemployed , Certainly  it  v;ould  be  inaccurate,  on  :,hc  basis  of  present 
inforiaation,  to  label  any  sizeable  areas  in  Pennsylvania  "strandod'h  O21  the 
other  hand,  the  complete  derelicttcn  of  .several  lainor  subdivisions  amd  soiec  hun- 
dred of  uninco’^oora  t-a  communities  is  ail  too  cpn'.ront. 


From  Boom  Tovn  to  Cihost  Tov.Ti.  The  stranded  condition  of  ihe  populations  aban- 
doned by  industry  is  bat  one  manifestation  of  an  ocojioaiic  cycle  hc^vin,;  th.rce  f-am- 
iliar  phases.  Tho  first  phase  is,  of  course,  the  cnpand.in_,  period  vhen  natural 
rcsc'iirccs  arc  exploited  or  factories  are  running  at  capacity.  Th(:  second  oh.se, 
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Sometimes  tho  stranded  sottlca.ent  ma.y  bt  onlp-  a segiu^t  o.t  a larger  coou.iun- 
ity  which  continues  to  offT..r  opportu'iitlc  s for  Sw.lf-sup  jort  to  the  ruuaindcr  of 
its  inha^bitant 3 . Thus,  in  tho  c:ity  of  Castle  (population  48,674)  the  recent 
closing  of  a large  stool  plant  l.andicaipped  by  ;..ntiqu..Lted  v.;, ..chlncry  resulted  In  the 
ccono.mic  str.-inding  of  approaimately  800  f;m.;iliL'S.  Txie  ol".nt  will  not  reopen  and, 
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c .jxis lu£r ing  t!io  bochnoloi..ic.‘'l  i...provor;;cnts  %ijlch  arc  cotig"*'-:  iitiy  t'.iii;'  i..acic , it 
is  unlikely  thet  +iie  effected  v.orkc'^s  will  cv_r  be  bs'^rbed  by  I'^ce-l  steel  si.enes. 
PI' nxu.e:  rehe'bilitetion  iiL  ne-;  fields  of  inc.ustry  •..r  in  n.;',:  locwliti' s would  rc-o;i 
to  1'.  the  "^nly  ;..ltcrno tivo  to  o.:ri!o.ncnt  "erxryoncy  relief.” 

lii  the  cacc  of  the  une-industry  or  c';...oany  tovsij  the  suspension  ef  ini af^ti’inl 
opx.ro.tions  way  lereve  no  bonis  at  all  for  its  continued  oxistcmc.  blu-t  this  ...ec-ns 
is  sti’inin^ply  sho^-nc  ir  ohe;  histcj^;"  of  Johiiett  - EjroUfpi,  .iri.iStrong  Ceunay, 
listed  in  Toblr  1 boca'use  n-.  ipprcc i:\ble  O'-p'uL- tion,  mt  evr/n  a straniod  on,,  re- 
i:!od.ns  today. 

The  b:;i-',uyb  is  ovmed  by  the  Jones  and  Lan^ihlin  Steel  Con.xny  anc  is  located 
aluig  the  Allegheny  River,  Trc..ins  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  pass  'bhrough  it 
daily.  Fornerly,  it  va.s  flourishing  bitudiuius  co;  1 town  with  schools,  £.  li- 
brary, a fire  h;usc,  a C'Oiojmanity  b-ouse  aini  about  500  dv/eliir,os.  The  popuLcO tion 
last  year  was  approxinatwly  G fanilics.  Many  of  the  h us.os  had  been  denoli.shed. 
After  the  coal  ooincs  had  toon  -..'erked  aot,  it  va.s  •..bend oned,  first  by  the  ce  .;>ny, 
then  by  several  snail  in^.-ustrit-X,  o.nd  finally  by  a naj  ori.tv  of  the  residents. 

There  are  no  agricultural  oossihiiities.  The  soil  is  not  tillable. 


The  Plight  of  the  Bitnuxinwus  I^ieustry.  The  pli,,h.t  of  t'o.  bitu.iinous  coal  in- 
dustry, according  to  ::  recent  authoritative  study  by  Lr.  liouer  L.  Morris  of  Fisne 
University,  "cannot  be  .o:x:plained  in  terns  of  the  depression.  Tne  inoustry  has 
suffer-'-'d  J.oss  of  business  by  the  cessation  ,';f  industrial  acti'/ities,  but  , . , 
even  before  1920  the  laisse'z  fsiirc  policy  ^'nd  tl.e  lairesar'-'.-ined  forces-  of  cosi- 
pctitlor’  tiad  t^u'*o\yn  the  relationship  between  prodnebive  canacity  and  the  donaad 
for  coal  cut  of  ba.lancc  to  such  extent  thet  rctrenchu.r irb  was  Inou. tabic- . . . 
FJntircly  too  wany  :nines  had  boon  opened,  too  nuch  noney  hr'c  befn  inv-  st'.. -a  and  too 
wany  Ui..n  I'la.d  been  ars.vm  into  r.'iining-  . . . The  coal  inuuslry  cannot  enoect,  there- 
fore, o return  to  for.Ox^r  prosperous  tintcs  \?hen  the  dc-T)r..;ssicn  has  soci.t  its  force 
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avLi  bu^;incss  i.s  j-jr-ain  on  the  roaJ  to  rvcov:  ry. ' ’ 

So. ,10  of  Pennsylvania's  iuosb  bliijitcd  Ineustrial  arc.'ia  'tc  lo  bo  fouau  .In 
tlu:  soft  coal  fields  of  the  Wostorn  part  of  the  Sto.te . Tlic  opening  of  vast 
n-nv  ’.'orklnps  .in  VJest  Virginia  ana  Kontuclc^'  during  "vorld  W'  l'  ycarvS  naue  it  ev.r- 
tain  th.?t  rctroncluiiunt , when  it  camo,  would  fell  hardest  on  the  older,  alrG  .ey 
partly  v/orked  out  fields.  It  is  in  this  section  of  Pennsylvania  that  f .ar-re:  ch- 
ing  rehr,bi3.itation  ueasui'os  i.iust  be  adoptati'  if  present  heavy  relief  loads  are  to 
be  permanently  reduced. 


The  remaimlor  of  this  report  will  su.,ii.iarize  in  sojeo  deta 
in  a single  coimty,  Jefferson,  whose  orob.Ln.'is  .arc  now,  or  ara, 
typical  of  the  entire  region. 


il  the  conditions 
li].*:ly  to  become 
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■correction 


Table  1,  third  col’anrij  'Ter  Cent  of  Ncn-fara  P.,pu- 
lation  Uncriployed”  ie  based  cii  a count  of  ci.'.ploy- 
able  workers  and  should  read: 


"Per  Cent  of 
Non-fr.vu 
Enployablc- 
p.;pulati  ori 
Unei  iploy  ea" 
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Table  i 


POLITICfiL  SUBDIVISIONS  OF  PEiiNSYLV/.KlA  Cui':Ti.IMNG  ST;^..NDED 
COMciUwITIES,  V.1TI-I  PO?ULi,TION,  PER  GIRT  CF  NON-ILFL  POPUD  .I ION 
UNEMPLOYED,  NUi.iBEil  OF  STF^.NDED  F.a:iILTES  AND  C.  US^  OF  S'^FaiNLIIIG 

APRIL,  1954 


Per  Cent  -I 

Popu-  Ilon-f;  rn  No.  of 


Politic'.l 

SucKlivision 

let ion 
(1930) 

Pc  pulo  tibon 
Unc-..ploacd 

Stranded 
Fai  :ilies 

Couso  of  Stro.nding 

ARMSTRONG  COUNTY 

Bre-dys  Ben^:  Tnp. 

1,S83 

39.4 

100 

Exnaustlon  of  c . ^1  and  aban 
n’'.ient  of  Iren  •,:orhs 

Cov.'nnshsiimock  Tv;p. 

5,819 

15.9 

129 

CJ.osing  of  coal  nines 

Deyton  borough 

O 1 

ol.  . d 

147 

. iband  jnnent  of  2 c od  uincs 

Eost  Frunkliii  Tv;p. 

<,932 

55.5 

172 

l>  1!  K V 1’ 

Kiplcii.iiii-tas  Tv.-p. 

3,125 

26.9 

46 

Closing  of  cod  aine 

nit  terming  Boro 

7,896 

32 . 7 

350 

Rc..U'A/al  of  snail  Lidustries 

Lecchburg  Boro 

4,439 

15.6 

200 

dander.ncnt  of  shovel  fact 
cand  steel  nill 

Mr. honing  Tv,p. 

2,456 

52.6 

229 

Closin'-’'  of  co.al  rdne  s ; nd 
four  brick  y:-ras 

Manor  TvVp.  rnd 
Fdro  City  Bore. 

10,127 

28 . 2 

Closing  cf  re  chine  conpeny 
and  shirt  factory 

P-"  rkff,  Tv.'p. 

2,576 

24.0 

83 

danaonnent  of  steol  mill 

Rayburn  Tup. 

1,718 

48.3 

164 

Closing  of  small  coal  nines 
and  two  trick  yrrd.s 

Ron  Bank  Tvnp. 

2 , OOS 

3j-  . 7 

172 

Abandonment  c;f  nines 

U:  shington  Tv;p. 

1,057 

^±7.5 

3 00 

d.banaorm.ent  of  14  cod  nine 

Vmyno  Tup. 

l,i;6 

48 . 1. 

213 

Cl'osing  of  cod  mine 

Cost  Frrnitlin  Tv;p. 

1,327 

C 'L  'Z 

Ly  f..  • U. 

70 

nbandonioont  of  co'^.l  ;.‘.inos 

be;.vfr  county 

Bo aver  Fails 

17,li7 

31.7 

125 

1,200 

Liciuid£d-i  jn  of  brid.- c co. 
ResKjval  ;f  steel  pi"  nt 
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T;:bijF  .L  (Continuea) 


PUIilTICAij  oUbJJlVISIOi'jS  OF  FLbi'iOFLVAiMlF  COi^TAliili'iG  STRAiA'LL- 
CO^ikUblTISO,  OITH  population,  ?LK  CH-iT  OF  NON-FARL  ?OPUii^.TION 
ULEuiPLOxED,  UULiBFR  01  STRilNDED  FiiLILIES  ArJD  CAUSE  UF  STFoU'.'DIilG 

APRIL,  1934 


Per  Gent  of 
Non-fai-n 

Popu-  Employable  Wo.  of 

Political  lation  Population  Stranded 


Subdivision 

(1930) 

Unenployed 

''amilie 

a Cause  o 

1 vS  era  nci.ii’iq 

BEaVER  county  f Continued) 

Ro  c he  0 1 er  Boro . 

7,7?.6 

79.1 

500 

r'.emova.l  of 

pump  factory 

35 

Liquiaation 

ci  ,l/:us  CO. 

L2P 

Liquidation 

of  stove  CO. 

500 

Liquidation 

. ctivity  in 

g’laj?  :nan 

ifactur  i.np 

75 

Liquiiatj.on 

of  ripe  CO. 

1,800 

Pernova]  of 

radio  tore  co. 

100 

Removal  of 

walipa  oer  plant 

BEDFOFlD  COuNTY 

Broad  Top  T'vp. 

3,370 

35.1 

POO 

Closing  of 

blast  furnace 

■ lynd/ntin  and  Londoii- 

ucrry  Tvrps . 

b,:-'G5 

58.5 

LPO 

Closing,  of 

bid. cm  ':iLant  & 

curta ilment 

of  ir.ixroad 

em  jioy^’ient 


Liberty  Tup. 

1,262 

37.5 

ICO 

Closing,  of  bla  st  fm-nace 
F:  removal  of  brick  plant 

Monroe  Tup. 

.1 , ,'.38 

14.5 

100 

Inf].ux  from  other  iocal- 
itio'^,  caoused  l-y 
c ur t a i j . ed  in'.''  u s t r i e s 

Vest  Provjdence  Tv;p. 

2,087 

37 .3 

100 

Removal  of  bra  sc  jurna.ee 

bcaIh  county 

Altoona-. 

82,054 

24 , 1 

5,000 

Curtaji  Lm,.,'nt  of  activity 
in  rail.i'oad  adiops 

CARBON  COUNTY 

Lehigiil  on 

6 , 90 

22.2 

30 

It  !!  n 

Maucli  Chunk 

6 , 36  2 

rM“’  c 
( 1 • 

20 

tl  IT  T!  tt 

C ULSTER  COUNTY 

F.  F'ailovfield  Tup. 

1,40S 

r 7 r 

117 

Closing  and  remov-al  of 
steel  k boiler  pi outs 

Table  l (continued) 


POLITICAL  SUBDIVISIONS  OF  PENNSinV..NlA  CuETaIuING  STILdiDEB 
communities,  LITE  POPULATION,  PER  CEiiT  GE  NON-F^II.i  POPUL;.TIuN 
UNEIiPLOYED,  HUIIBER  OF  STRaNDED  FAMILIES  aND  CAUSE  OF  STPdiNDIiiG 

APRIL,  1934 


Per  Cent  of 
Non-farm 

Popu-  Employable  No.  of 
Political  lotion  Population  Stranded 

Subdivision  (1930)  Unemployed.  Fai.ilies  Ccuse  of  Stranding 


claarfield  county 


Eoardman  (unincor- 
porated) 

Karthaus  Tv:p. 

Kellytown  (unincor- 
porated) 

’finburne  " 


3a- 


847 


5 a- 


)00-^ 


49.: 


15  Abandonment  of  coal  manc-s 


100  Abandonment  of  brick  olc.nt 


5 Abandonment  of  coal  mines 


300 


t1  t! 


CRAWFORD  COUNTY 
Titusville 

DAUPHIN  COUNTY 
Lykens  Boro. 

Wiconisco  Boro. 


8,055  24.7 


3,033 

2,384 


23.0 

52.0 


425  Closing  of  tv;o  radiator 
plants 


(Number  Abendonment  of  high  cost  mines 
(large  but 

(unKnov/n  " ” " ” ” 


ELK  COUNTY 

Bene ze tie  Tv;p.  562  42.4 

Uriummond  Village 
(Horton  Tup.) 

(unincorporated)  150- 

Portland  Mills  Village 
(spring  Creek  Twp.) 

(unincorporated)  5a-  ---- 


FAYETTE  COUNTY 
HUNTINGDON  COUNTY 

Birmingham  Poro,  191  23.5 


85  Deoletion  of  timber  resources 


Abandonment  of  tile  and 
30  brick  olant 


5 Depletion  of  tim.bor  resources 
and  closing  of  tannery 


52  of  146  coal  & coking 
plants  are  in  operation; 
many  uill  remain  idle 


25  Loss  of  railroad  employment 


■“Number  of  .families;  population  unknov'n 
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TaELE  1 (CONTIHUED) 


POLITICAL 

GOMMUKITIES 

UNEMi'LOIED, 


SUBDIVISIONS  01'  PENNSYLV/iNIA  CONT..INING  STRrUiDED 
, WITH  POPUL.-.TION,  PER  CENT  OF  NON-F.'.BM  POx’UL.-TION 
NUMBER  OF  STRaNDED  FiiMILIFS  AND  C.xUSE  OF  STFANDING 
.-i.i''RILj  i9s4 


Politic.':.! 

Subdivisloii 

Popu- 

lation 

(1930) 

i^ci'Cr.nt  of 
Non-Fiirr.i 
Population 
Unemployed 

No.  of 
Sti'aiidcd 
Families 

Cause  of  St  rand  in;, 

HUNTINGDON  COUNTY  (Con- 

binued) 

Cnrbon,  Wood  and 
Hope  well  Twps . 

P.,755 

C'f;  r\ 

100 

Rotronebnent  in  coal  mining; 
most  of  these  miners  ’’black- 
listed” in  l:\bor  disputes. 

Hantingdon  Boro. 

7,553 

15.6 

50 

Loss  of  railroad  employi.icnt 

Maplcton  Boro,  end 
Union  Two. 

1,473 

27.1 

60 

Consolidation  of  5 sand  plants. 
Tab'-uidonment  of  4 of  them 
because  of  labor  saving 
Liachinery  installed 

Petersburg  Boro. 

627 

22.8 

20 

Loss  of  railroad  em.plcyi.iont 

Spruco  Clock  Boro. 

525 

24.3 

15 

It  11  11  11 

Mt . Union  Boro . and 
Shirlep  Twp. 

6 , 571 

28.8 

125 

Use  of  machines  iii  brick  plant 
closing  creosoting  plant; use 
of  utorr:  tic  signo.ls  on  rail 
ro:id 

INDIANii  COUNTY 

Burrell  and  Pluck 
Lick  Tv/p. 

4,226 

31.4 

1,000 

Removal  of  fouaarles  sn-l  aban- 
doiiocnt  of  coal  mines 

JEI'FI’RSON  COUNTY 

Boe.ver  Twp. 

736 

35.9 

IS 

Dcplation  of  coal  ru-sources  & 
closing  of  woolen  m.ills 

Bell  Two. 

l,ull 

5 0.9 

6 

Doplotion  of  coal  resoui'ces 

Ga  skill  T'wp. 

671 

31.0 

7 

Closing  of  coal  jai.noa 

HcndGi’S  'Ai  Tvvp. 

1,527 

13.5 

10 

Rer.ov.al  of  factory 

Knox  Two. 

1,460 

50.1 

27 

Ciosir.g  of  L-oal  lainos 
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TABLJj  1 (Continuod) 


rOLITIC/i 

C^jflAUiilTIES 

UNEiviPLOlEB, 


SUBDIVISIONS  OF  rENNSYLV^j;!;.  COFT.ilUIUG  STR..SDFD 


UITH  POi’ULx.TIOIF 


liUMBFR  OF 


STiulKDED 


PER  CENT 
FAMILIES 


OF  UON-FAMl  ?OPUL:iTIOij 
aKD  C.UJSE  OF  STR-aiDIiJG 


^u-'RIL , 1934 


Political 

Sutdivieion 

Popu- 

lation 

(1930) 

Percent  of 
Non-f  ai-n 
Population 
Uner,iployi.Kl 

Ho , of 
Stranded 
Fai.iiliec 

Cauce  of  etrr.ndlng 

JEFFSBSOF  COUNTY  (C 

on tinuod) 

iIcGaul;.:ont  Tv;p . 

1,495 

4 P . 1 

16  5 

Closing  of  coal  r.in;:s  and  silk 
mill 

Perry  Twp. 

1,559 

30.2 

165 

Closing  of  c'-ial  nines 

Fine  creek  Tirrp. 

1,955 

38 . 3 

19 

Gurrailnent  of  coal  Liining; 
closing  --.f  brick  pl<..nt,  ex- 
haustion of  luj..bcr 

Porter  T'-rp. 

771 

19.2 

\t  \' 

■>\  /\' 

Closing  of  coal  nines 

Vjarsai/v  Twp. 

919 

25 . 9 

6 

Exhaustion  of  lumber 

»jashington  Tvro . 

1,590 

72 

Dcp.luti^n  .f  coal  res:jarces  G 
exhaustion  of  iuxibcr 

Wirislo"'  Tvv'p. 

2,472 

- ^ A 

<-y  - 

233 

1!  n u It  It  It 

I oung  llrp . 

O 9 P 

f,-  9 *J 

35,1 

76 

Curtr.il.xeiit  of  coal  nliiing  & 
closing  of  sjlk  nij.l 

Lrckr-'anur  county 

DicKson  City  Foro 

. 12,595 

42.8 

(Exhj.ustlon  of  c jal  sear.-s  and 

Jernyn  Eoro. 

3,519 

32.8 

( aba.ndonnont  of  higi:  cost 

Ilayiieid  Boro. 

3,774 

36.]. 

( nines,  l:;aving  Is.rge  per- 

Scranton 

-i . tl)  y 4t  o »5 

oO . 1 

( centage  of  pc;mlaL.icn 

Taylor  boro. 

10,42G 

45.3 

>r 

( stranned 

Lx."TiENCE  COUNTY 

EUvrood  City 

10,960 

22.7 

3.50 

Renwsl  G.f  steel  car  forge 

Nevif  Cast-lo 

48,G7a 

0 7 T 

800 

Closing  of  steel  plant  with 
antiquated  nachinexy 

-J- 
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TABLE  1 (Cjntinued) 


POLITICAL  STJBBIVISIONS  OF  PEilWSYLV.J'ilA  CONTAINING  GTEANEED 
COMNITIES,  WITH  POPULATION,  PER  CENT  OF  NON-FAPJN  POPULATION 
UNEmU^OYED,  NUT'ffiER  OF  STRiiNDED  FAMILIES  AND  C^PJSI:  05'  STP.ANDING 

APRIL,  1934 


' 

Political 
GubP ivision 

Popu- 

lation 

(1950) 

PerCont  of 
Non-farn 
P ^ pula t ion 
Unenployod 

N-.  of 

Stranded 

Families 

Cause  of 

Stranding 

LFRIGH  COUlvTY 

S I'A  t in  g1:  on  b ot  o . 
LULEPNE  COUNTY 

4,134 

24.7 

10 

Shift  of  sic, 
dustry 

te-qu-. Trying  in- 

Dupont  Boro. 

5,161 

30.1 

500 

Retrenchment 

colleries 

time 

in  C'cal  mining; 
operating  only  par-- 

Duryec  Boro. 

8 , 503 

6^.’> . 5 

100 

11  M 

11  n It 

Kingston  Boro. 

21,600 

21.1 

500 

Rotronciiincnt 

in  C'T.'al  industry 

Laflin  Boro. 

421 

13.8 

200 

1! 

I!  t!  tT 

Larksville  Boro 

9 , 322 

53.8 

1 , 200 

TT 

tt  It  tt 

Luzerne  B jro. 

6,950 

34.9 

100 

M 

It  It  1! 

Pittston  Tvqj. 

18,243 

16.6 

1 , 200 

n 

II  11  II 

Plains  Twp. 

i.6 , 044 

34 . 2 

600 

ft 

II  11  II 

Sugar  Notch  Boro. 

2,738 

49,9 

300 

It 

tt  tt  !1 

S\7  0/ervillo  3c/ro. 

9,133 

OO  • Cv 

150 

M 

tt  It  It 

Warrivor  Run  B^ro. 

1,516 

51.7 

25 

t( 

II  II  II 

Y/est  YT>^';Eing  Boro. 

2,769 

39.9 

70 

TI 

It  tt  tt 

WilU'_s-Parre 

86,623 

31.7 

1,600 

It 

It  II  It 

yiCKLan  county 

Hazolhurst  Village 
( li'  ulin  Tv;p . ) 

500 

52 

Abf.nd  ..iriLit-nt 

,'f  glass  plcnt 

ilONTGOEERY  COUNTY 

PottvStovm 

19,430 

16.1 

53 

Tociuioioricrl  developments  an 
discontiiiuance  ..f  industries 

Unkriov;n 
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TABLE  1 (Continued) 


POLITICAL 
COMLITIES 
UNEi.5  PLOYED, 


SUBDIVISIONS  OF  PENMSYLVANI.i  CONTi-JNING  STltAMDED 
, WITH  POPULATION,  PER  CENT  OF  NON-FARM  POPULi-iTION 
NUMBER  01'  STR^^NDED  ILu.iILIES  iUID  CAUSE  01-'  STFuiNDING 
APRIL,  1934 


Pvjlitical 

Subdivision 

Po..u- 

lation 

(1930) 

Per  Cent  of 
N on-f  ttrn 
P sipulotion 
Unei-iplcyed 

No.  of 
Str-:nded 
I'anj.lies 

Cause  of  Stranding 

MONTGOMERY  COUNTY 

(C  ontinued) 

West  Pott strove 

T'wp . 

2,400 

22.4 

12 

Tecinological  uevel  ;.'pnonts  and 
discv-ntinuance  of  industries 

POTTER  COUNTY 

Genesee  Twp. 

773 

15.7 

10 

Eisineasti  ,n  of  luraber 

Herr  is  on  T?.'p. 

1,016 

26.1 

10 

11  II  II 

Keeting  Twp. 

299 

45.2 

47 

II  11  II 

Sharon  Twp. 

645 

35.8 

37 

11  11  II 

Ulysses  Twp. 

487 

21.5 

25 

II  11  II 

SCUUYLKILL  COUNTY 

Closed  nines,  nany  with  little 
or  n.  chance  of  reopening, 
have  thrown  nany  men  out  of 
’work 

SOMERSET  COUNTY 

Benson  Boro. 

451 

29.9 

4 

Abundonuent  of  coal  nines 

Boswell  Boro. 

1,775 

24.8 

30 

II  11  11  11 

C -neLiaugh  Tv/p. 

8,134 

18.5 

65 

11  II  II  II 

Fair  hope  Twny, 

207 

56.6 

30 

Erick  plant  disnantlud 

Jenner  Two. 

5,560 

18 . i 

9?u 

Aland  ui,;,ent  ..:f  coal  nines 

Liaculn  Twp. 

1,852 

24 . 2 

52 

11  II  11  11 

Low.jr  Tur keyf oc  t 

Twp . 

804 

40.0 

8 

II  II  II  11 

P'"int  Twp. 

1,336 

11 

I!  11  11  I! 

Quenahoning  Twp. 

2,684 

21.2 

313 

It  11  11  11 
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TaBLE  1 (Contiiiued) 


i'OLITICAL 

COIEJUKITIES 

UEE:i[?LOYED, 


SUBDIVISICNE  OF  PEKNSYLV.J'IlA  COIITkINING  STFaWDED 
, WITH  x^OrULi.T:i:OWj  per  cent  of  WOR-F..Rl.i  POi'ULaTION 
NUMBER  OF  STRANDED  FaMILI'ES  AND  OAUSE  01'  STRANDING 
APBIL,  1934 


Political 

SuDlivision 


PcrCent  of 
Fopu-  Non-fa  rii 
lation  PopilLc.ti'^'n 
(1950)  Uneoiploycd 


No.  .jf. 

Stranclod 

Fo.uilles 


Gauoe  of  Etr'  nPiriF 


SOMERSET  COUNTY  (C  aitinued) 


Stonycreek  Tvop. 


2,684  19.7 


11  AbanPjnoent  of  coal  r.iioeG 


WARREN  COUNTY 

Ainzua  Tv;p. 

455 

'■^,0 

91 

Dc  ple  ti,  n 

C'f 

tiraber  rc 

sources 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY 

Ben tleyvilie  Be  r ) . 

3,609 

55 . 5 

127 

Rctrcnchin 

ont 

in  cc 

.el  industry 

Bnr  gettstown  Bo:;'  . 

(C,  f:.Ob 

18 . 7 

260 

tr 

rr 

M 

II 

California  Boro. 

2,S6;c 

17.7 

IOC 

li 

n 

1! 

tl 

Can.jiisburg  Bore . 

12,558 

29.9 

707 

I! 

II 

II 

11 

Cecil 

8 , 04  G 

16.5 

68 

11 

II 

II 

II 

GL.nterArilic 

6,467 

18.7 

100 

T! 

n 

II 

II 

Cho.rlerui  Bore . 

11,260 

ri.G 

234 

Unsettled 
and  for. 

Mining, 
.ling  corid 

indu 

iti'" 

.o  trial 
ns 

C 1 i'ly  s V i ].l  e B o r C' . 

912 

19 . 2 

155 

Retr-:; 

r'ci'inJGnt 

±il 

coal  inePne 

C::e,  L Center 

629 

27.1 

40 

11 

11 

II 

11 

Cokel'Ujng  Boro . 

1 , 550 

O c.-j 

145 

i; 

It 

II 

!! 

Deenston 

648 

\*  V/ 

167 

It 

It 

It 

n 

D on  ;ra  Boro . 

15,905 

or;  p 

i • U 

521 

11 

1! 

II 

It 

Dn'ulevy  Boro. 

491 

22.7 

12 

Kotre 

riebuont 

.in 

Mining  and 

East  Bcthlch'ari  To’’' 
Elco  Bore. 


5,765 

704 


17.7 


r. 

<^•0  • ^ 


shifts  in  inductrA’- 

15G  RoS'Oiu’ces  depleted 

17  Retrenchu'.  nt  in  nininp  and 

shifts  in  ir.'lastry 


*-x-  Uno:OT,7ri 


1. 


. • 


II 
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TiiBLE  1 (Continued) 


POLITICAL  SUBDiVIGTOiJS  OF  rFNLCYLVi.ClA  COdTAlUING 
COlvLilFIITIES,  WITH  POPULATION,  iTR  CENT  OF  KON-r.JiM 
UNEMPLOYED,  NUMBER  OF  STRiKDED  FAMILIES  AUD  CAUSE  OF 


STILUIDED 

i'OPUL.TION 

STR.dJDIUG 


^iPRIL,  1954 


PerCent  of 


r^)litical 

v'"'Ub-  -ivisions 

P^pu- 

Lation 

(1930) 

Kon-f:.rm 

Popuiati-n 

Uncnolovod 

a.  1/  . 

Wo.  of 
Stranded 
Faiuilios 

Ci.use  of  Stranding 

VJASHIUGTON  COUNTY  (C^ 

ontinued) 

Ellsworth  Boro. 

16 . 3 

43 

Rcrronchucnt  in  coal  industry 

Fallovjfield  Twp. 

3 , 347 

22.0 

23 

ivctrouchnent  in  mining  and 
shifts  in  industry 

Finlcjvillc  Bcr,. . 

595 

2C.9 

130 

Retrencliucnt  in  coal  irmusti 

Hc-n'-)vcr  Tvr  j . 

1,033 

23.8 

33 

!T  !t  !!  ir 

Houston  Boro. 

1,742 

27.8 

169 

tl  It  II  I! 

Long  Branch  boro  , 

329 

fCt^  • 

8 

!!  n It  tt 

Mai'ianna  Boro. 

1,762 

18.3 

33 

Resources  depleted 

LicD-uvald  Doro. 

2,711 

18.1 

55 

Ketrcnchnent  in  coal  industry 

Midway  E jro . 

qc:n 

iP  o _u 

47 

t!  T!  t!  tt 

Mon  ongaiiela 

8,G75 

29.3 

325 

II  II  II  II 

Ruscoe  Boro. 

l,dlO 

23 . 5 

12 

Reti-enchncnt  in  mining  and 
shifts  in  indiistry 

S 'Aoerset  Twp. 

1,480 

66.0 

21 

Rc;rrc-nc’nrGent  in  coal  industry 

S t o c kda 1 e Bor  o . 

77n 

26,9 

9 

Retronchnont  in  nini’ag  and 
shif'ts  in  industry 

Tvvilight 

294 

24.1 

10 

II  II  11  II  II 

Washington 

24 , 545 

O <0  <“) 

#-<4-  • rw 

1,430 

Rctrcnchr.ient  in  coal  industry 

A.  Ljthlehen  Tv;-;. 

1,701 

l7o4 

84 

!!  tt  tt  It 

West  ErovAiSvilie 

1,717 

55.6 

141 

11  It  II  11 

WESTLIOREL^AJD  COUNTY 

Mount  Flca^sant  Top 

5,869 

57 . 7 

424 

Abc'i,ndon:.iont  of  coal  nines 

Scottdalc 

6,714 

46.7 

400 

Tcchn  .logical  developi-icnts 
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JEFFERSON  COUNTY 


FOREST 


z 

3 


KEY 

X RAILROAD  YARDS  AND  STREET  RAILWAY  SHOPS  A PAPER  AND  PRINTING  INDUSTRIES  li  LUMBER  AND  LUMBER  REMANUFACTURING 

mil  METALS  AND  METAL  PRODUCTS  □ TEXTILES  AND  TEXTILE  PRODUCTS 


II  CLAYi  GLASS  AND  STONE  PRODUCTS 


EACH  t+)  INDICATES  ONE  COAL  MINE  WITHIN  THE  TOWNSHIP 

SHADED  TOWNSHIPS  HAVE  MORE  THAN  3.5  CULTIVATED  ACRES  PER  INHABITANT 


RAIL  ROADS 


® STRANDED  COMMUNITIES 


P./IRT  II  - AN  INDUSTRIAL  AND  ECONOMIC  STUDY  OF  JEFI'ERSON  COUNEI 


General  Description.  Jefferson  County  is  located  in  west  central  Pennsylvania 
at  the  upper  extremity  of  the  rich  coal  belt  which  runs,  three  counties  wide, 
through  the  southwestern  portion  of  the  State.  The  land,  lying  on  the  high  Alle- 
gheny Plateau,  is  hilly  and  broken  but  not  mountainous.  Nearly  half  the  county's 
area  is  given  over  to  farms  and  most  of  the  remainder  supports  second  growEh  and 
scrub  timber. 

In  1930  approximately  20,000  of  the  52,114  inhabitants  lived  in  the  four 
boroughs  having  populations  over  2,500.  Another  20,000,  including  a majority 
of  the  mine  workers,  lived  in  semi-rural  com.munities  and  the  rest  of  the  popu- 
lation lived  on  small-scale  farms.  Punxsutawney , the  largest  trading  center, 
had  9,266  residents  and  Brookville,  the  county  seat,  had  4,587. 

The  accompanying  map  shows  the  location  of  the  county's  political  sub- 
divisions as  well  as  some  of  the  outstanding  characteristics  of  their  economic 
life. 

it  will  be  seen  that  tvro  rather  clearly  defined  economic  areas  exist  in 
Jefferson  County.  The  southern  region,  from  Punxsutawney  on  the  Indiana  County 
border  to  Brookville  and  Brockway  boroughs,  is  fairly  thickly  settled.  It  con- 
tains all  of  the  working  coal  mines  and  most  of  the  industries.  As  might  be 
expected,  this  region  also  contains  most  of  the  county's  economically  stranded 
communities  (indicated  by  circled  dots  on  map).  Going  north,  the  population  be- 
comes more  sparse  and  the  comparative  importance  of  farming  is  more  pronounced. 

PRESENT  ECONOMIC  CONDITIONS 

Relief . The  proportion  of  Jefferson  County’s  population  receiving  unemployment 
relief  has  ranged  from  19  to  37  per  cent  since  the  beginning  of  1953  (Table  2) . 
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.^VEKnGE  NU?,IE.E1{  OF  KELIEF 

CASES 

iJiD  i’ErSONS  jilJD  x-'l' ' 

cei;t  of 

POPULnTIOW  RECEIVING  RSLIEI'  IE 

JEFFERSOK  COURTY,  BY 

MOUTHS. 

SEPTFlffiER, 

1932  - 

- iiUGUST,  1935 

Roni^R 

Casee 

Persons 

Per  Cent  of 

it  yuloLhion 

Sooi-euber,  1952 

396 

■X" 

\y 

Vf 

Oct 'tor 

670 

'■/'T 

Rovi-o::bur 

1,212 

p- 

--- 

Lcconbcr 

1,526 

■ft- 

Januniy^  1033 

1,991 

■ff 

lot  rix.iry 

3,163 

"'S' 

Uarch 

1,011 

16 , 47  5 

31.6 

..pril 

3,932 

17,190 

33.0 

Liry 

5,975 

18,585 

35 . 7 

Juno 

1,281 

19,142 

37.3 

July 

4,173 

18,199 

34.9 

August 

o , ti09 

15,989 

30.7 

Se,yco;3ber 

5,674 

15 , 234 

29.2 

October 

3,532 

14,348 

28.1 

I]cver:.ber 

0,584 

13,850 

26 . 6 

December 

pO  c ( 

11,789 

90  P 

Janue.rj'' , 1934 

2,  liO 

9,645 

lb  . 9 

Fcoruary 

2,824 

11,514 

22.1 

Ib-rcli 

2,730 

11,807 

22.7 

Ayr  j.l 

2,731 

11,967 

23.0 

'OT’' 

2,592 

11,009 

22.3 

June 

2 , ±68 

11,210 

on  c: 

/w-L.  • 0 

July 

2,360 

10,784 

20,7 

/■UfylSt 

<">  OQ- 

» w ^ 4,  t. ' -b 

10,165 

20.1 

Sc  yt ember 

2,248 

10,143 

19.5 

October 

^ ^ kC  O 

9,834 

18.9 

licyeicbcr 

2,301 

10,326 

19.8 

Doceribor 

9 ‘^9*^ 

j 

10,620 

20.4 

January,  J.3S5 

2,^56 

10,369 

20.3 

Fe  Dru.'iry 

2 , 5u6 

ll,085 

21.3 

M<Tch 

2,540 

11,039 

o"»  0 

fC.L.  fC 

Aj;ril 

2,499 

10,901 

20.9 

iiicjy 

2,l8o 

11,126 

21.3 

J-U.10 

2,522 

11,270 

21 . G 

Jul^^ 

;:,412 

10,750 

20.6 

i u ust 

2,528 

-ll , 433 

21.9 

*D‘.ta  not  availablo 
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(Table  2) . For  the  past  eighteen  months  the  number  of  persons  receiving  re- 


lief has  been  almost  static  — averaging  uppi'o-ximately  llpObO  each  month,  or 
about  21  per  cent  of  the  population.  The  cost  of  relief  ovei-  the  three  yea.r 
period  ending  August,  1936,  v<as  in  excess  of  ^2,170,000  exclusive  of  State  ad- 


ministration. 

The  county's  hca.viest  relief  load  is  foiarid  in  . tlx:  rural  non-farm  communi- 
ties which  include  nearly  a himdred  coal  camps  and  company  toms.  This  pre- 


ponderence  is  clearly  shorn  in  a compai-ison  bet’ecen  the  urban  and  rural  dis- 
tribution of  the  relief  population  in  September,  1935,  and  the  general  population 


according  to  the  last  Federal  census. 


Per  Cent  Fistrihution 
General  Relief 

Pooula-^.ion  Population 


Total 

lOOhO)^ 

100.  o: 

Urb-An"''" 

38.0 

36.1 

Rural  rion-farjn 

59.0 

48.3 

Rural  farm 

23,0 

15 . 1 

Unemployment.  A census  conducted  last  year  in  the  urban  and  rural  non-farm 
cu’cas  of  Jefferson  County  revealed  16,752  emoloyiible  workers,  of  v;hom  7,313, 

01-  about  47  per  cent,  were  either  wholly  or  partly  unemploye'd.  Tlic  wholly  un- 
employed inunbered  4,64‘%  or  30  per  cent,  and  incliiacd  more  than  1,400  youriger 
persons  who  baa  reached  Vv'crsing  ago  since  1029  and  had  yet  to  find  their  fiist 
jobs. 

Unemployment  in  the  cases  of  tiie  5,173  previously  employed  workers  fre- 
quently extended  over  long  periods.  Approxim.ately  2,800  (8J  per  cent)  had  been 
out  of  work  for  more  then  a year;  nearly  2,000  (65  per  cent)  hra  been  uru-mployod 
tv^o  or  mor-o  years.  A >.p-oup  of  630  (20  per  Ci.nt)  rop'jrted  that  they  nad  had  none 
but  casual  jobs  in  five  years. 

P':rcentage  of  unemployaont  varied  widely  in  tlio  population  centers,  ■i-'-n:,- 

* Four  boroughs  with  populations  over  2,500:  Punxatav.noy  1,2,263),  Broolcville 

(4,367),  R^yncldsville  (3,480)  and  Brockway  (2,G90) . 
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inp;  from  13.1  per  cent  to  51.4  per  cent.  In  the  Ic-rgest  trading  center^  Punxsu- 
i,.avvney,  27.4  per  cent  "ere  unemployed.  In  the  71  Tauirc jrpoi-nted  cooin-unitics, 
including  nimGruus  stranded  aining  settlements,  •aner:iployirit:;nt  vms  ranch  greater 
than  in  th.c  11  boroughs. 

Fage s . Of  S,439  full-time  vrorkers  residing  in  the  county  in  Ipril,  1934, 


■f-  r, 


;ere  8,576  ulio  renorted  their  wages.  The  o.nalv&is  of  these  full-time 


wages  revealed  a .median  of  i^l6.89  for  m<ales  and  $9.50  for  females.  Of  the  67 
counties  iii  clie  State,  Jefferson  had  the  twelfth  lowest  median  wage  for  male 
fuli-tinie  workers  and  the  fourth  lov'/est  for  feina-les.  These  medians  were  lovror 
than  the  medians  for  the  Stute  by  $3.21  and  $3.77  respectively. 

ilESQURCES  Ah'f  I-MhUSTRISS 

Population.  Jt,fforson  County's  populct.lon  is  predominantly  native  'white.  Of 
the  52,114  enumerated  in  the  cortsus  of  1930,  ov'or  48,000  were  in  this  category. 
The  mines  had,  hovre'/or,  attro.ctod  soia.ll  fO'rt'i,gn  bor.n  population  which  num- 
bered 3,587,  and  there  vrerc  also  137  na  Lisne  col’.: red.  The  eiopleyable  population 
ill  1930  consisted  of  1C, 595  persons,  13,9b6  b-eing  males  and  2,609  females.  As 
previously  stated,  the  total  rjumbe-r  of  empl’Oyabl.e  non-farm  workers  in  1934  was 
15,752. 

dat'aral  Resources.  Industrial  life  in  Jc.ffers<:u  County  began  with  lumbering 
operi.ticns  ab-.vut  1830.  The  industry  'was  centerea  .in  the  part  /f  the  famous 
Cv’Ok's  Pino  Forest  area  v/hich  extends  sou-^.hw'ard  into  the  county.  Business 
flourished  until  after  the  Civil  VIcr  when  all  the  virgin  timber  was  exiia.usted . 
Gii'ice  that  time  bi-tt-u.iinous  corcl  min.ing,  whic.h  began  when  the  first  rail.road  was 
built  tiiTough  the  county  in  1882,  ha.s  been  the  predominant  soui'ce  of  prosperity 
and  depression. 

There  is  still  much  valuable  coal  in  the  county,  but  the  Pcnnsylvcoiia  De- 


partment  of  Mines  reports  that  the  choicest  layers  heve  been  removed.  What  re- 
mains is  largely  inferior  to  that  available  in  extensive  beds  in  other  sections 
of  the  State.  Moreover,  its  extraction  is  costly  and,  at  present  prices,  fails 
to  justify  the  installation  of  expensive  machinery  and  equipment. 

As  pointed  out  in  Part  I of  this  report  the  bituminous  coal  industry  was 
on  the  decline  long  before  1923.  Table  3 shows  conclusively  that  production 
in  Peruisyl-vania  has  fallen  off  much  more  than  in  the  rest  of  the  country  and, 
further,  that  production  in  Jefferson  Corcity  has  declined  much  more  than  in 
the  State  as  a v;hole. 

In  the  entire  United  States  production,  with  a 
in  1918,  fell  to  416  million  tons  in  the  depression 

TABLE  3 

EITUMIilOUS  COAL  PRODUCTION  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

PENNSYLVANIA  AND  JEFFERSON  COUNTY,  BY  YEi^RS 

1917  - 1933 


high  of  579  million  tons 
year  1321,  recovered  to  an 


Production  Index 

(Millions  of  Tons)  (1920  - 100  Per  Cent) 


Y ear 

United 

States 

Perina. 

Ji.ff  erson 
County 

United 

Stf-tes 

Penna . 

Jefferson 

County 

1917 

552 

172 

5,534 

97.0 

100.6 

107.5 

1918 

579 

179 

^2 . 944 

101.8 

104 . 7 

95.2 

1919 

466 

151 

3 . 533 

81.9 

88.3 

69.1 

1920 

569 

171 

5.192 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

1921 

416 

116 

2 . o 3 9 

75.1 

67.8 

50.8 

1922 

422 

113 

2.841 

74.2 

66 .1 

54.7 

1923 

465 

172 

4.280 

81.7 

100.6 

82.4 

1924 

484 

131 

2,887 

85.1 

73.6 

55.6 

1925 

520 

137 

2,967 

91.4 

80.1 

57 . 2 

1926 

573 

153 

2.2’88 

100 . 7 

89.5 

53.7 

1927 

513 

135 

2 . 242 

91.0 

77.7 

43.2 

1928 

501 

131 

2.225 

88.0 

76.6 

42.9 

1929 

535 

lu4 

2.527 

94.0 

84.2 

48.7 

1930 

468 

124 

2.265 

82.2 

•*70  r. 

/ K-  • O 

43.6 

1951 

378 

97 

1.981 

66 . 4 

56 . 7 

36.1 

1952 

--- 

74 

1.662 

.1  ‘Z  'Z 
‘-luj  • O 

32.0 

1933 

-X- 

78 

1.363 

45 . 6 

32.0 

-''''Data  not  available 
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of  510  in  the  years  1325  --  1326 
tons  bv  1331.  Pcnns^lvanis.' s ■n'odi.'ction 
ana  declined  to  113  in  1925.  Since  then 
Ics,  the  troiid  aar  been  downward,  v;i'2h  a 
both  1932  and  1055. 


ccnd  dropped  to  a lov;  of  378  million 
amomted  to  173  mlJ-lion  tons  in  1018 
, despite  one  or  tv/o  partial  rocov;  r- 
n output  below  BO  million  tons  in 


A hi,di  procuction  occurred  in  Jeif'i-soii  County  in  i917.  Fluctuations  in 
the  countj  afte.r  tliat  year  -.nd  until  ].925  uer^  wider  tn'm  those  in  both  th<_ 
United  States  ■■.nd  lonnsyivania.  From  an  output  of  i, 230, 706  tons  in  1323  there 
wae  a drop  of  1,538,448  tone  in  one  year . Only  slight  fluctuations  ere  notice- 
able sftc2‘  that  time  as  c.  stroxig  decline  had  sc?!  in.  3y  1935  production  ha.d 
dwindled  to  the  striking  low  of  1,663,475  tons,  or  32  per  cent  of  thic  total 
coal  mined  in  1920. 

IJcne  of  Jefferson  Ceunty's  other  natuieal  res'r'urces  offers  a rem'ody  for 
the  economic  loss  represented  by  the  douletion  of  conaiercially  accosciole  coal. 


6 dop> 

osits 

very 

litt  l 

good 

grado 

ci  sh 

eol  as 

pools  of  low-pressure  ..tural  gas,  discovered  and  worked  iiitormittontiy  since 
1884,  find  no  'ja  sy  market  in  the  present  dap-  bcc.ausc  unlimited  quantities  of 
high-proG5iU‘c  gas,  hi,jhly  enpicitca  ..Isovrhere  in  the  State,  cost  much  less  tc 
pro'caace.  Finally,  Jcffers-Ci  Ch.unty's  extonsiwe  dfp?sits  :f  firo-cia.y  arc  now  un- 
w'orked  because  '.f  the  widc-spi’oad  slump  i.i  the  buildin::;;  t‘!^:d.;s. 

^igricuitiuTl  rcscurcss  vary,  ilost  of  the  fwi-ms,  which  avoraeo  r-bout  100 
'acres,  are  economically  sound  if  they  case  be  farmed  by  the  o\;ncr  raid  nis  fam- 
ily. These  in  the  S'-euthern  townships:  are  largely  sub— nar,__inal.  The  remainder 
prjviC.e  a living  for  farmers  but  ailuest  no  cr^-ps  which  can  be  sold  outside:  of 
1 ..  cal  c ormeun  i c i e s . 
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Railroads  r.nd  Manufr.cturir.g*  With  the  advent  of  several  railroads  aftei-  the 
turn  of  the  centiiry,  ro.ilroad  shops  v/ere  built  in  Puiiysutavvney  and  3rw.;’cville, 
the  county  sect.  However,  the  large  shops  in  Punzsutt.wney  v.'hich  once  enol^yed 
noro  than  500  men  have  been  closed  for  several  yeai'S.  Activity  in  railroa;.‘.ing 
is,  of  course,  closely  related  to  the  mining  and  exporting  of  coal.  For  this 
reason  it  cannot  be  expected  to  absorb  siu’plus  labor  fr-u.i  the  mines. 

Meuiufac tuning  industries,  .jporating  in  a i^umber  of  boroughs,  have  never 
been  of  m.u’e  than  secoiidary  iriportance . Toury  many  plants  ere  cl'jsed  or  v/ork~ 
ing  part  time,  and  several  have  left  the  county.  The  cHicf  rnanufact 'tiring  pi-c- 
ducts  in  1931  were  bricks,  bottles,  terra  c.^tta,  silk  goods,  rayon,  shirts  enu 
gloves,  low-priced  I'urniture,  sav;  mill  ;)r-'ducts,  caskets,  mirrors,  flour, 
moats  and  neat  products  and  dairy  products.  Among  these,  brinks  and  bottles 
have  been  most  rcrmaiier-i-tive . In  1330  there  Y;cre  638  'werkers  eraployed  in  the 
nanui'acturo  of  those  tv;c  products.  T'lc  empi:'yi.icnt  offered  by  textile  anei 
clothing  factories  in  recent  years  has  been  Irrogulor  in  nature.  The  6 firms 
which  have  operated  in  the  county  hired  at  their  peak  about  600  v/orkers.  Othei' 
industrial  proaucts  mentioned  are  identified  with  70  small-scale  onter^.'riscs , 
the  number  of  worker s>  usually  employed  ro-nging  frci.i  1 to  100,  the  avera:.ge  be- 
ing, hovYover,  only  5. 

OTRiiNDED  COMIdUNITISS 


The  Company  Tovti.  As  would  be  expected  from  the  presence  of  a large  number  of 
company  and  one-industi^'  towns  v/hich  sprang  u > in  connection  viith  the  devcltgi- 
ment  of  coal  j.iining,  there  are  nur.’crous  stranded  comj.iani bios  in  Jefferson  Co'anty. 
The  location  of  fg  of  these  is  given  on  the  rr..,p  accom  panying  this  re  pert.  In 
addition.  Table  4 gives  ovciiabio  data  on  employment  and  unemployment  among  the 
more  than  800  families  affected. 

A description  of  two  typical  coiupany  towns,  l ico.ted  in  lounge  Township  in 


hO  - 


lYITH  nUiffiER 


o: 


STR^uiDED  COMLiUNITIES  IN  JEFFERSON  COQNTY 
‘ RESIDENT  FAMILIES  AND  EHFLOYMSNT  STATUS 

APRIL,  1934 


OF  EI.iPLOYABLES 


Nui-ibor  of 

E::r,  ;1  oy uf.'n  t S tc  t u s 

Stranded 

Resident 

Coruaur.ity 

Far^ilies 

Er.i^'.loyables  Enoloyed  Unc-uyl  oyed 

Beaver  Tevv'nshi.o 


Conifer 

8 

4 

3 

1 

Lanj^ville 

8 

16 

8 

8 

Bell  Temishiy 

Furnandnyo 

6 

Ca skill  Tovnishio 

BovjGrsville 

7 

■-■ 

Henderson  T u yni  s h i o 

Desire 

10 

15 

10 

5 

Kn^'X  Township 

Ransaytovn: 

24 

84 

24 

60 

Paymee 

3 

\/ 

McCaiiln  ent  To’.ynshiv^i 

Anita 

140 

196 

120 

76 

Elenora 

■/\ 

~/\ 

V/ 

7\ 

Florence 

25 

49 

19 

30 

Perry  Township 

Ir  jstburtj 

30 

55 

35 

20 

Valier 

85 

92 

59 

33 

Hanilton 

50 

■-■ 

~/\ 

7” 

Pine  Creek  Tovmship 

South  Sulger 

4 

Meredith 

5 

Fuller 

10 

■-■ 

Porter  Township 

Corbettstr.wn 

/\ 

7\ 

PC 

/\ 

Yfer saw  Tovvnishi'  > 

North  Sulger 

6 

*>C 

PC 

Washington  T o '-vns hip 

Beech  Tree 

12 

7 

2 

5 

Coal  Glen 

12 

14 

* t 

10 

Pardus 

16 

30 

14 

16 

Westville 

20 

79 

32 

47 

Red  Mill 

4 

\/ 

~/\ 

Horntovm 

8 

--■ 

-)L 

/\ 

-''■Data  not  available 
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T;,BLE  4 (C'jntlra-d; 


STEAEDED  GOid^iUEITIES  IF  JFFFEFSON 
OF  RESIDENT  FiLi;iILIES  EED  EkPLOYFIIKT 

APRIL,  13^4 


COuFTi  i-uiL3ER 

ST.RFS  OP  IIPLOYaBLES 


Stranded 

CoMi'ir'iitj 


Nm'itier  oi 

Resident 

Families 


i'm  ■loy merit  Status 


• mm.  i : c 


Em  iloved 


Juein  loved 


vTinsiow  iOvmshie 


Si'cinc  O'*  s "b 

KJ 

■/<r 

j./. 

Xiin  6 J- 

75 

~/\ 

~/\ 

Sandy  Val.ley 

52 

M 

■Jk' 

-X- 

V;ishav7 

48 

-X' 

Soldier 

76 

-X- 

-X- 

O'  Doiiucll 

3 

■/C 

lomg  Tovmship 

Uoratio 

S 

-X- 

'V’T 

Ihlstoii 

70 

116 

49 

Data  not  available 

the  d.i.stressod  souidiern 

oart  of  the  couatv., 

*.  V / 

will  suffice 

to  shov.' 

tion  of  the  inhabitants 

who,  in  the  words  of 

a relief  cupe 

•rvisor , 

place  to  go  f'.nd  notlilng 

to  p'o  with." 

67 


KCRiiTIO  .vas  built  by  the  Deir.ri.nd  IThitc  Coal  Coiapaiiy . V/ith  the  exhaustion 
of  the  most  o.cces3iblc  coal,  the  com  >■,  ny  removed  its  eoui  ir.ont  and  -''bandoned 


tho  ro.'ion.  One  by  one  the  miners'  lami 


'a;iij.x:. OS  iiiovc'i 


V in  search  of  other 


Ti- 


v/orkinys."  Last  y; 


six  fa.tnilies  remained  .In  v.'hab  had  beci^me  a cluster  of 
dilapidated  and  partly  demolished  duellings.  L small  iadfr  encont  company  uas 
op/(^ating  on  a royalty/  basis,  and  piroviding  spcraciic  cmplcyment  for  some  of 
the  men,  but  there  uac  little  likelihood  of  the  op;crations  continuing  for  long 
ana  no  basis  for  salv-aging  the  coranoonity. 

The  other  settlement,  '"iiLPTON,  uns  a Rochester  and  Pittsburgh  Coal  and 
Iron  Company  to\.'n.  It  has  a United  Sto.ee s p-ost  office  anJ^  is  still  a small 


trading  center,  but  the  abend onimont  of  all  m.ines  has  loft  a stranded  ocnula- 


r;:  . 


o,.;;.:; 

.U  ^0 


I'i'i 


'■r:  •>, 


“/I'vt 


-i' 


. •life 


. v»iK 


'..•i..T>j  r 


. C.\;  ■;'•,  ; 'i' 


Lion  of  ^^nr-xiiiiatoly  ?550.  Aiaong  the  116  cKi^.loyablo  oorf.-no  ciaiiicrr'.loci  irx  1954, 
trjr-oc  fifths  '..-ere  totally  un^  a;  cloyed,  tneir  fi'-'.'iilios  de_x;r,':'.cnt  uo-.>r.  relief. 


L-iost  of  the  omoloyou 


■;jrlers  had  j .hs  ;.t  a silh  ^*iil  in  PiiiirsutauTicy , rhich. 


shortly  citcr  tne  censns,  closed  i 't  o.n  indefinite  ycriod,  leaving  nor.rl^'  the 
entire  unity  without  wage  resources. 


ThiC  Decline  in  Pc  uxcticn.  It  is  significant  that  l uiig  r-;"'nGhig>  lost  a^:^)re::- 
iuately  48  yer  cent  of  its  yoouloxt ion  durin-r  the  docadc  1920-1930.  ii.  s'cudy  of 


sing.Lo  once' tier; 


dondorson  - every  one 


census  records  reveals  that,  with 
jT  the  14  townshiys  containing  stranded  c unaunitiGS  suffered  a yo_;ul':’ tion  de- 
clino  in  the  ten  years  bef^irc  the  de^>reEsian,  The  extent  ;f  this  tendency, 
^ciiich  led  to  a reducticu'  of  iitearly  .11,000,  or  17.7  _xer  cent,  in  the  ),./yulaticn 
ef  the  entire  coujity,  is  sho^n.  in  the  following  tabuls.,ti.n  of  seen:-  of  the  wore 
striking  losses. 


Per  Cent 

1920  1950  Loss 


McCalnont 

3 , 290 

o 
1 — \ 

54.6 

Beaver 

1,449 

736 

49 . 2 

Young 

4,387 

2,289 

47.8 

in  ox 

2,42G 

1,460 

59.8 

Washingt'.n 

2,552 

1,520 

tj  r • 1 

Winslow 

3,659 

1,087 

oO « o 

G^shill 

912 

671 

26 .4 

Porry 

1,729 

1 , 5o9 

21.4 

COIJCLdSIOF 


Prinariljr  doycndcnt  f^r  so  loany  years  on  the  uining  of  bitunin^us  coal, 
Jeffors.'.n  Courity  rodoy  yresents  a narked  ,;robien  because  there  is  no  yossi- 
bility  of  suyyorting  ail  the  poyulation  v/ith  yresent  industries.  The  future 
of  the  county  doyends  alnost  entirely  sn  whether  or  net  now  manufacturing 
enterprises  can  be  ostodolished  to  prov'ide  cnyloynont.  The  c unty  presents  ad- 
vantages for  the  cstablishjunt  of  aev:  industries  such  as  an  abundmeo  of 
available  labor,  cheap  undeveloped  lend,  coal  fer  the  oi'oduction  of  po\;er, 
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The  development  of  marjxf'ccturit.p 


and  axloquate  trans^-.ortation  facilities. 


i:i' 


dustries  vrauld,  in  t'loi’n,,  revive  the  ccurity's  be  sic  industiy,  bit'aminous  coal 


mining. 
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